
In two licence applications, Nagra explains how and why radioactive waste 
can be safely disposed of in a deep geological repository in Nördlich 
Lägern in the long term. It also outlines the main features of the project.

KEY POINTS OF THE APPLICATIONS

NAGRA:

	– applies for acceptance of its siting proposals  
for the deep geological repository and the  
encapsulation plant

	– demonstrates that the deep geological  
repository will remain safe in the long term

	– applies to protect the underground rock area for 
the deep geological repository and its accesses

	– demonstrates that safety-relevant criteria  
can be met for the emplacement of the waste

	– proposes the maximum waste volume  
to be disposed of in the repository

WHY TWO APPLICATIONS?
On 19th November 2024, Nagra submitted two gener-
al licence applications. This was necessary as it plans 
to construct the deep geological repository and the 
encapsulation plants at two different sites.

	– In the application submitted for the deep geological 
repository, Nagra justifies its site application, 
demonstrates that the safety of the repository can be 
ensured in the long term and outlines the main  
features of the project.

	– The second application is for the encapsulation plant 
for spent fuel assemblies. It is to be constructed at 
the existing interim storage facility in Würenlingen.

WHO REVIEWS THE APPLICATIONS?
The licensing procedure is under the lead of the Swiss 
Federal Office of Energy (SFOE). The technical review 
is carried out by various federal authorities: The  
applications will also be scrutinised by the cantonal 
authorities and by those of the neighbouring German 
district of Waldshut.

WHO DECIDES?
The Federal Council, followed by the Swiss Parlia-
ment and, finally, in the case of a referendum, the 
Swiss electorate. According to current planning, the 
Federal Council’s decision on the general licences is 
expected towards the end of the decade. A potential 
referendum would probably take place around 2031.
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