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The general licence is an important milestone on the road to a deep  
geological repository for Switzerland. A potential national referendum 
would take place around 2031.

Over the next months, the federal authorities will 
check the general licence applications for complete-
ness. This step is expected to be concluded in spring 
2025 and the application documentation will then be 
made public. 

SECURING THE SITES
According to current planning, the Federal Council’s 
decision on the general licences is expected  
towards the end of the decade. The decision is sub-
mitted to Parliament and is subject to an optional  
referendum. If the referendum is called for, Swiss  
voters will have the final say – around 2031.

If the general licences are granted, this will secure 
the sites for the deep geological repository and the 
encapsulation plant. Nagra will then submit the con-
struction licence application for the deep geological 
repository in the early 2030s. If Switzerland gives  
the green light, construction of the deep geological 
repository can begin. Emplacement of the first radio-
active waste is foreseen around 2050.
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